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(B) further inspired him during his first
trip to India; and

(C) he successfully used in the struggle for
civil rights and voting rights;

(3) commemorate the impact that Dr.
King’s trip to India and his study of the phi-
losophy of Mahatma Gandhi had in shaping
the Civil Rights Movement and creating the
political climate necessary to pass legisla-
tion to expand civil rights and voting rights
for all Americans; and

(4) rededicate themselves to Dr. King’s be-
lief that ‘‘nonviolence is the answer to the
crucial political and moral question of our
time” and to his goal of a free and just
United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, 50 years ago today, on
February 10, 1959, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., arrived in Bombay, India, to
study the principles of nonviolence de-
veloped and used so skillfully by Ma-
hatma Gandhi, which Dr. King himself
employed to become this Nation’s
greatest civil rights leader.

I commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Georgia, Congressman
JOHN LEWIS, for introducing this bipar-
tisan resolution that calls upon all
Americans to rededicate ourselves to
Dr. King’s belief that nonviolence is
the answer to the crucial political and
moral questions of our time. I would
also like to acknowledge the many
members of the Judiciary Committee
that join in this resolution and, in par-
ticular, the gentleman from Texas, our
ranking member, Mr. LAMAR SMITH.

During his month-long travel to
India from February 10 to March 10,
1959, Dr. King gained a deeper apprecia-
tion for the power of nonviolent civil
disobedience, a practice that Dr. King
first discovered reading Henry David
Thoreau’s essay, ‘‘On Civil Disobe-
dience,” while a student at Morehouse
College.

Just as Gandhi had used it success-
fully in resistance to oppressive British
colonial rule in India, Dr. King adopted
it as a cornerstone of the American
Civil Rights Movement, holding firmly
and faithfully to it even when the
peaceful demonstrations were met by
dogs and fire hoses, and worse.

Nonviolence had already proven suc-
cessful in the Montgomery bus boycott,
and so it would be used later success-
fully in sit-ins used to protest seg-
regated lunch counters, and in the free-
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dom rides used to challenge segregated
public transportation facilities.

In Memphis, Tennessee, on April 3,
1968, the eve of his assassination, Dr.
King told us that ‘‘it is no longer a
choice between violence and non-
violence in this world; it is nonviolence
or nonexistence.” This remains his
challenge to us as we confront the evils
of our own time, from the police bru-
tality and hate crimes here at home, to
the threats to freedom emanating from
around the world.

Can we always meet this challenge?
Given our human frailties, that would
be exceedingly difficult. But keeping
that challenge in our hearts will help
us always to look for the peaceful solu-
tion whenever possible, and to main-
tain our faith that we will sometimes
be able to find it even in the most un-
compromising situations.

As Dr. King observed in February of
1967 against the backdrop of the Viet-
nam War: “Wars are poor chisels for
carving out peaceful tomorrows.”” That
statement speaks to us as loudly today
as it did to those who heard it more
than 40 years ago.

Standing on the shoulders of Gandhi,
Dr. King called on us to promote equal-
ity and justice through steadfast non-
violence, and it is on the shoulders of
Dr. King that we now stand to do our
best to live up to his dream for us. I
ask my colleagues to support this reso-
lution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I support House Resolu-
tion 134, which commemorates the 50th
anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s trip to India, in which he paid
his respects to the methods of non-
violent protest pioneered by Mahatma
Gandhi.

Dr. King studied Gandhi’s philosophy
of nonviolent change at seminary, and
in 1959 he had the honor of visiting the
land in which the seeds of peaceful pro-
test had been successfully sown by
Gandhi.

Gandhi was the first to employ non-
violent protest on a mass political
scale. This opposition resulted in na-
tional change. Dr. King, inspired by
Gandhi’s organized peaceful action,
launched a similar effort to fight for
racial equality under the law in the
United States. That inspiration even-
tually materialized in the Nobel Peace
Prize that was awarded to Dr. King in
1964, and a year earlier in a 250,000 per-
son peaceful march Dr. King led
through the streets of Washington,
D.C. Dr. King was the leader of an his-
toric nonviolent revolution in the U.S.
Over the course of his life, he fought
for equal justice and led the Nation to-
wards racial harmony.

While advancing this great move-
ment, Dr. King’s home was bombed and
he was subjected to relentless personal
and physical abuse. Despite this vio-
lence, Dr. King responded in peace and
with strong conviction and sound rea-
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soning. As a pastor, Dr. King’s reli-
gious beliefs were essential to the suc-
cess of his nonviolent efforts.

0 1715

Just as Mahatma Gandhi was a deep-
ly religious man, so too was Dr. King.
It is doubtful that such a long and en-
during movement could have survived
in either man’s country without the
power of religious inspiration behind
it.

While Gandhi and Dr. King convinced
millions of both the morality and the
effectiveness of nonviolent change,
their message, unfortunately, was not
accepted by all. On the evening of April
4, 1968, while standing on the balcony
of his hotel room in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, Dr. King was assassinated. But
a single vicious act could not extin-
guish Dr. King’s legacy which endures
to this day. And Dr. King’s legacy is
due in large part to the inspiration of
Mahatma Gandhi, whose success helped
endow Dr. King with the courage to lift
voices, not weapons, in the struggle for
equality here in the United States.

America is a better, freer nation
today in large part due to the philo-
sophical fellowship of Gandhi and Dr.
King.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion. And let me also point out that I
know that the two gentlemen from
Georgia to my left, one who has spoken
and one is getting ready to speak, as
well as the Speaker himself, the gen-
tleman from Illinois, have all been
leaders in the Civil Rights Movement.
And we certainly appreciate their lead-
ership, their contributions and their
success.

And I will reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I will yield as much time as he may
consume to the sponsor of this resolu-
tion, the Honorable JOHN LEWIS of
Georgia.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank the gentleman from
Georgia for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, 50 years ago today, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and his wife,
Coretta Scott King, took a historic trip
to India to travel and study the path of
Mahatma Gandhi. Dr. King was deeply
influenced by the teachings of Gandhi
and what he attempted to do in South
Africa and what he did to liberate and
free the people of India from the colo-
nial rule of the British.

It was on Gandhi’s preaching of the
philosophy and the discipline of non-
violence that Dr. King patterned the
nonviolent struggle in America to tear
down the walls of segregation and ra-
cial discrimination. The great teacher
gave us the philosophy of nonviolence,
and Gandhi gave us the message and
showed us the way. So it is fitting for
the United States Congress to pause
and recognize the 50th anniversary of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s trip to
India and the impact that trip had on
our Nation’s struggle for civil rights
and voting rights.



